Peripheral T cell lymphoma in Asia.
Peripheral T-cell lymphomas (PTCLs) comprise a heterogeneous group of mature T- and NK-cell neoplasms, the incidence of which is higher in Asian countries than in Western countries. Although its etiology is mainly unknown, several risk factors (such as genetic factors, abnormal immunity, environmental factors, and infectious causes) have been proposed. PTCL are classified based on a combination of several parameters, including morphology, site of presentation, viral status, immunophenotype, and specific genetic alterations. Their classification is ongoing, with the emergence of new entities and refinement of existing entities because of the development of diagnostic markers and new genetic alterations. This review presents epidemiologic data for PTCL in Asia, together with recent progress in the pathology of PTCL compared with the WHO 2008 classification.